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About us

Our goals

UniRef - University for Refugees - is a Swiss humanitarian NGO
founded in 2013 working to find sustainable solutions to the refugee
crisis. UniRef is helping to change the destiny of many victims of
armed conflict by providing access to higher education for refugee
populations giving them the opportunity to become active members
of society. We are in partnership with the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and the Jordanian Red
Crescent (JRC), and University of Jordan.

UniRef, engaged in education delivery strategies for refugees, is
ramping up its drive to bring computer science programs to a larger
number of refugees in Jordan. UniRef has just announced the start of
classes for 300 refugees in Computer Science delivered by an Ivy
League University for the year 2023 in Amman. This year, our students
are undertaking the CS50 Professional Certificate in Web
Programming, in classrooms provided by the Jordanian Red Crescent,
and taught by local tutors. This program provides them with valuable
computer science skills that could enhance their competitiveness in
the job market. The UniRef program is intended for young war victims
who could become a lost generation if they are not given the
opportunity to fulfill their potential, and also equip them with skills to
participate in the reconstruction of their country of origin or the
economic development of their host country. The beneficiaries of the
UniRef mission are Syrian refugees living in Jordan’s urban settings as
well as Jordanians who are unable to cover their university costs.

UniRef

University for Refugees



About us

Our team

Yvelyne Wood co-founded UniRef and is its Executive
Director, in charge of the mission in field of development
and partnership with institution. YW. is a visual artist,
sculptor and scenographer whose artwork is rooted in the
History of Wars and supported by The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Human Rights Office
the High Commissioner (OFCHR) and the French Ministry of
Culture.

Bryan Wood is a co-founder of UniRef in charge relationship
with Harvard. B.W. is managing General Partner of the
venture capital firm “Alta Berkeley” regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). He created severals funds
and continues to make technology investment information
science and life sciences. He is graduated from Virginia
Tech (B.S.I.E) and Harvard University (MBA).

In Geneva, the UniRef team is composed of young talented university students,
mainly from the local pool of the University of Geneva and Lausanne motivated by
UniRef’s missions, who are under the supervision of an experienced senior board.
This particular combination allows UniRef to approach the issue of education for
refugees from a unique perspective.

University for Refugees



Our presence at the DIHAD

Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and
Development Conference & Exhibition

Last week, part of the UniRef team attended the 19th edition of DIHAD
from March 13th to 15th with our partner IFRC.

This annual event brings together decision makers from over 84
countries to discuss current global humanitarian issues. More than
6,000 visitors, including 640 NGOs, were able to attend conferences
and participate in workshops.

UniRef was able to present its current projects and missions. These

will be promising for the future of UniRef, who wishes to implement in
the UAE! It was an honor to participate in this event!
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Our presence at the DIHAD

NUTRITION

EMIRATESREDCRE

Dr. Fawzi, Francesco Rocca Shaikha Salem Al Dhaheri & Yvelyne
(IFRC's President) & Yvelyne Wood Wood

UniRef's team & Sheikha Fatima Fund For The IFRC team & Yvelyne
Women Refugee Executive Board Member Wood during a workshop
Mazouz Oumelkheir
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NGO launches computer courses for refugees

DUBAL; Tre UnRel (University for Refugees)
the Swiss NGO engoged in education delvery
strategles for refugees, hos announced the
stort of classes for 300 refugees in Computer
Science defiverad by on vy League Unhwersity
fot the yeot BCEY in Amman.

The anncuncement was made by the
cfficiol while porticipating in the Dubai
international Humanitarian Ald and De-
velopment {DIMAD; Exhibition at the Dubal
\World Trode Centre,

The three-00y exhibition storted on Monday
o wil run 1 Mach 5 is orendid by key global
dicisian makers, leading NGOx, UN ngencis,
cherity organisations ond govemmant bodies

This Is & mere drop in the ocean as UniRef
was besleged by over 3000 appiicants. The
NGO has plans o take computer to o wider
sactionof tha refugees, 05 part of ts befief that
education is the mast effiective way to ochisve
world stobility and to give young refugees o
tovte fo finoncial independence.

“This yeor, our students cre undenaidng the
(350 Professional Centficate in Web Program-
ming, In classrooms ptmdedbﬂhehtdmp
Red Crescent, and tought by locol tutors. This
progpamime providesthemwith volbiecompites
science tidls thot could enhance their competi-
tivenets inthe job market,” soid Yvetyne Wood,
eo-founder of Unifef, onthe sidelines of DIHAD,

“UniRef is provd of this ndﬁrmtuhifh
was made passible by generous donors ond its
vaious portners - the International Fedefalion
ofthe Red Cross represented y Dt Mohommed
AlHadid, President of Jordanion Red Crescent,
and O Arin Fawai, Representative of the In-
temational Federation of the Red Créscentin
the Gulf (FRC)"

Over the lost two years, despite the globol
pandemic, UniRef was ahle to provide higher
education to 160 male ond femole refugee
youths in Jordan by offering them access to

Alofthemmere abletoreceiveapiofessiorol
ceﬂiﬁmtemngrisedb;theuwmdjmdm

UniRef

University for Refugees

aswellos the Ministry of Higher Education, which
helped lhgmﬂnd professional opportunities.

The UniRefprogrammeisintendedforyoung
worvietims who could become o lost genero-
tion if they are not given the opportunity to
Iul_ﬂl Ih!ltp?!eﬂﬂﬂl. ond akso equip them with
sllsto participateinthe reconstruction of their
country of origin or the econamic development
of their host country,

“AstheUNrecognises edycationasahuman
right,UnRefisdeeply committeqto enyyringthat

there is'no lost generat P
id : on' omong refugees,

famil Khan, Senior Roporier
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UniRef begins computer science classes for 300 refugees
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Read this article online

March 13, 2023 - "Swiss NGO UniRef (University For Refugees) Ramps Up Drive
To Take Computer Science Courses To More Refugees

DUBAI: UniRef (University for Refugees), the
Swiss NGO engaged in education delivery
strategies for refugees, is ramping up its drive
to bring computer science programs to a
larger number of refugees in Jordan.

UniRef has just announced the start of
classes for 300 refugees in Computer
Science delivered by an Ivy League University
for the year 2023 in Amman.

This is a mere drop in the ocean as UniRef
was besieged by over 3,000 applicants. The
NGO has plans to take computer to a wider
section of the refugees, as part of its belief
that education is the most effective way to
achieve world stability and to give young
refugees a route to financial independence.

UniRef is participating in the Dubai
International Humanitarian Aid and
Development (DIHAD) Exhibition at the Dubai
World Trade Centre from March 13 to 15,
which is attended by key global decision
makers, leading NGOs, UN agencies, charity
organisations and government bodies.

“This year, our students are undertaking the
CS50 Professional Certificate in Web
Programming, in classrooms provided by the
Jordanian Red Crescent, and taught by local
tutors. This program provides them with
valuable computer science skills that could
enhance their competitiveness in the job
market,” said Yvelyne Wood, co-founder of
UniRef, on the sidelines of DIHAD.

“UniRef is proud of this achievement which
was made possible by generous donors and
its various partners -- the International
Federation of the Red Cross represented by
Dr. Mohammed Al-Hadid, President of
Jordanian Red Crescent, and Dr. Amin Fawzi,
Representative of the International Federation
of the Red Crescent in the Gulf (IFRC).”

Over the last two years, despite the global
pandemic, UniRef was able to provide higher
education to 160 male and female refugee
youths in Jordan by offering them access to
different programs. All of them were able to
receive a professional certificate recognized
by the University of Jordan as well as the
Ministry of Higher Education, which helped
them find professional opportunities.

The UniRef program is intended for young war
victims who could become a lost generation if
they are not given the opportunity to fulfill
their potential, and also equip them with skills
to participate in the reconstruction of their
country of origin or the economic
development of their host country.

“As the UN recognizes education as a human
right, UniRef is deeply committed to ensuring
that there is ‘no lost generation’” among
refugees,” said Yvelyne. “Through our
presence in DIHAD we seek to reach out to a
wider network of people to help us take
education to the less fortunate people of the
world.”

UniRef is a Swiss humanitarian non-
governmental organization and a recognized
charity, founded in 2013 by Yvelyne Wood
and Bryan Wood, and headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland. The beneficiaries of the
UniRef mission are Syrian refugees living in
Jordan’s urban settings as well as Jordanians
who are unable to cover their university costs.

According to UNHCR statistics, refugees stay
on average between 7 and 15 years in refugee
camps. Less than 3% of young refugees who
are of studying age have access to university
education.

UniRef

University for Refugees
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Read this article online

March 13, 2023 - Swiss NGO UniRef (University For Refugees) Ramps Up Drive
To Take Computer Science Courses To More Refugees

The UniRef (University for Refugees), the
Swiss NGO engaged in education delivery
strategies for refugees, has announced the
start of classes for 300 refugees in Computer
Science delivered by an vy League University
for the year 2023 in Amman.

The announcement was made by the official
while participating in the Dubai International
Humanitarian Aid and Development (DIHAD)
Exhibition at the Dubai World Trade Centre.

The 3-day exhibition started on Monday and
will run till Mach 15 is attended by key global
decision makers, leading NGOs, UN agencies,
charity organisations and government bodies.
This is a mere drop in the ocean as UniRef
was besieged by over 3,000 applicants. The
NGO has plans to take computer to a wider
section of the refugees, as part of its belief
that education is the most effective way to
achieve world stability and to give young
refugees a route to financial independence.

“This year, our students are undertaking the
CS50 Professional Certificate in  Web
Programming, in classrooms provided by the
Jordanian Red Crescent, and taught by local
tutors. This program provides them with
valuable computer science skills that could
enhance their competitiveness in the job
market,” said Yvelyne Wood, co-founder of
UniRef, on the sidelines of DIHAD.

“UniRef is proud of this achievement which
was made possible by generous donors and
its various partners — the International
Federation of the Red Cross represented by
Dr. Mohammed Al-Hadid, President of
Jordanian Red Crescent, and Dr. Amin Fawzi,
Representative of the International Federation
of the Red Crescent in the Gulf (IFRC).”

Over the last two years, despite the global
pandemic, UniRef was able to provide higher
education to 160 male and female refugee
youths in Jordan by offering them access to
different programs. All of them were able to
receive a professional certificate recognized
by the University of Jordan as well as the
Ministry of Higher Education, which helped
them find professional opportunities.

The UniRef program is intended for young war
victims who could become a lost generation if
they are not given the opportunity to fulfill
their potential, and also equip them with skills
to participate in the reconstruction of their
country of origin or the economic
development of their host country.

“As the UN recognizes education as a human
right, UniRef is deeply committed to ensuring
that there is ‘no lost generation” among
refugees,” said Yvelyne. “Through our
presence in DIHAD we seek to reach out to a
wider network of people to help us take
education to the less fortunate people of the
world.”

UniRef is a Swiss humanitarian non-
governmental organization and a recognized
charity, founded in 2013 by Yvelyne Wood
and Bryan Wood, and headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland. The beneficiaries of the
UniRef mission are Syrian refugees living in
Jordan’s urban settings as well as Jordanians
who are unable to cover their university costs.

According to UNHCR statistics, refugees stay
on average between 7 and 15 years in refugee
camps. Less than 3% of young refugees who
are of studying age have access to university
education.
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Read this article online

March 13, 2023 - "Representatives of humanitarian organizations at the '‘DIHAD'
exhibition: The UAE is a pioneer in volunteer and humanitarian work in the
world"

More than 800 international non-
governmental organizations and humanitarian
associations, in addition to relief suppliers,
presented their services and activities in the
field of volunteer and humanitarian work,
during the launch of the 19th session of the
Dubai International Conference and Exhibition
for Relief and Development "DIHAD 2023", the
event The most prominent humanitarian in the
world, which is held for 3 days at the Dubai
World Trade Center.

Representatives of various humanitarian
agencies emphasized to the Emirates News
Agency, WAM, that the slogan "Energy, Aid,
and Ways to Benefit from Available
Resources" aims to shed light on humanitarian
issues in the world, especially with the urgent
need for innovative solutions to many
challenges. They drew attention to the
pioneering role of the United Arab Emirates in
supporting and providing humanitarian
services to many countries in need in the
world. They described Dubai as a city of
goodness that follows the path of its wise
leadership since the era of the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, "may God rest his
soul in peace."

Ambassador Dr. Abdel Salam Al-Madani,
President of the DIHAD Foundation for
Sustainable Humanitarian Action, said that all
sessions of the Dubai International
Conference and Exhibition for Relief and
Development emphasize the integrated
system of humanitarian work within the UAE in
various health, humanitarian, educational and
community fields, and we are proud of the
honorable models that participate annually,

such as the Mohammed Initiatives
Foundation, Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
International, the Emirates Red Crescent
Authority, United Nations organizations, and
the International City for Humanitarian
Services.

He pointed out that DIHAD's message is to
facilitate and speed up the process of relief
aid reaching people in need, and to ensure
that aid reaches those who deserve it, as this
humanitarian platform in Dubai was able to
bring together specialists in humanitarian and
voluntary work to share the goals of providing
the best in the field of relief and humanitarian
aid to all parts of the world. the world,
pointing to the state's role in providing aid in
all crises, the latest of which was the
earthquake that hit Syria and Turkey.

Mohammed Musabah Dahi, Acting Executive
Director of the Charitable Work Sector at the
Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities
Department in Dubai, said that the department
is the government arm of charitable work in
the Emirate of Dubai by providing services to
individuals, government and private
institutions, as well as charitable services,
noting the qualitative initiatives, including the
clothing containers service "Hatan". Al-Tawar
Kidney Dialysis Center, and the "Bayti"
initiative, which has reached 65 beneficiaries
at a cost of 32 million dirhams.

Dahi stressed the important role of the Islamic
Affairs and Charitable Activities Department in
Dubai by providing permits and supervising
and monitoring the work of 16 charitable
organizations in the emirate, referring to the
law banning the collection of donations,
whether through visual or audio
advertisements, without the necessary
permits from the department to ensure that
aid reaches its beneficiaries.

UniRef
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Read this article online

March 13, 2023- "Representatives of humanitarian organizations at the 'DIHAD'
exhibition: The UAE is a pioneer in volunteer and humanitarian work in the
world"

Omar Farouk, representative of the Climate
Change Team at the Regional Office of the
United Nations World Food Program,
confirmed that the DIHAD exhibition and
conference is a global platform for bringing
together all decision-makers and workers in
that sector that concerns millions of people,
praising the main issues and themes
discussed by the international event during its
current session, including: In order to improve
the state of human interaction and also early
warning of all challenges, facing
environmental damage, in order to make a
real difference and reach the countries in
need in a timely manner.

Ahmed Al-Suwaidi, Executive Director of the
Dubai Charity Association, explained the
important and active role of humanitarian and
voluntary work institutions in the UAE, whether
these humanitarian services are inside or
outside the country, indicating that the UAE
has become responsible for carrying out its
humanitarian duty and the role of social
responsibility, not only in the Arab region. But
in many countries of the world.

Evelyn Wood, the founding partner of the
University of Refugees, said that the
university, which is one of the Swiss
international organizations concerned with
humanitarian charitable work, launched its
new project to provide university education
and vocational training in refugee camps in
Jordan for 300 Syrian refugees in computer
science as a first stage, in partnership with
the seven universities.

The main universities called "lvy League" with
a global reputation for the year 2023 in Oman.
Nabil Bensoussieh, Commercial Director of IIC
Telecom, noted the importance of the global
platform of "DIHAD", which provides an
opportunity for exhibitors to fulfill the
requirements of humanitarian activities and
mobile missions, pointing out that the "IIC
Telecom" group launched its pioneering
solution. Xpand portfolio that will change the
communications landscape for humanitarian
response in areas with limited GSM coverage.

UniRef

University for Refugees
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Read this article online

March 13, 2023 - Swiss NGO UniRef (University for Refugees) ramps up drive

The UniRef (University for Refugees), the
Swiss NGO engaged in education delivery
strategies for refugees, has announced the
start of classes for 300 refugees in Computer
Science delivered by an vy League University
for the year 2023 in Amman.

The announcement was made by the official
while participating in the Dubai International
Humanitarian Aid and Development (DIHAD)
Exhibition at the Dubai World Trade Centre.

The 3-day exhibition started on Monday and
will run till Mach 15 is attended by key global
decision makers, leading NGOs, UN agencies,
charity organisations and government bodies.
This is a mere drop in the ocean as UniRef
was besieged by over 3,000 applicants. The
NGO has plans to take computer to a wider
section of the refugees, as part of its belief
that education is the most effective way to
achieve world stability and to give young
refugees a route to financial independence.

“This year, our students are undertaking the
CS50 Professional Certificate in  Web
Programming, in classrooms provided by the
Jordanian Red Crescent, and taught by local
tutors. This program provides them with
valuable computer science skills that could
enhance their competitiveness in the job
market,” said Yvelyne Wood, co-founder of
UniRef, on the sidelines of DIHAD.

“UniRef is proud of this achievement which
was made possible by generous donors and
its various partners — the International
Federation of the Red Cross represented by
Dr. Mohammed Al-Hadid, President of
Jordanian Red Crescent, and Dr. Amin Fawzi,
Representative of the International Federation
of the Red Crescent in the Gulf (IFRC).”

Over the last two years, despite the global
pandemic, UniRef was able to provide higher
education to 160 male and female refugee
youths in Jordan by offering them access to
different programs. All of them were able to
receive a professional certificate recognized
by the University of Jordan as well as the
Ministry of Higher Education, which helped
them find professional opportunities.

The UniRef program is intended for young war
victims who could become a lost generation if
they are not given the opportunity to fulfill
their potential, and also equip them with skills
to participate in the reconstruction of their
country of origin or the economic
development of their host country.

“As the UN recognizes education as a human
right, UniRef is deeply committed to ensuring
that there is ‘no lost generation” among
refugees,” said Yvelyne. “Through our
presence in DIHAD we seek to reach out to a
wider network of people to help us take
education to the less fortunate people of the
world.”

UniRef is a Swiss humanitarian non-
governmental organization and a recognized
charity, founded in 2013 by Yvelyne Wood
and Bryan Wood, and headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland. The beneficiaries of the
UniRef mission are Syrian refugees living in
Jordan’s urban settings as well as Jordanians
who are unable to cover their university costs.

According to UNHCR statistics, refugees stay
on average between 7 and 15 years in refugee
camps. Less than 3% of young refugees who
are of studying age have access to university
education.

UniRef

University for Refugees
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Read this article online

March 14, 2023 - Swiss NGO UniRef (University for Refugees) ramps up drive to
take computer science courses to more refugees

(MENAFN-  Communicate  Gulf)  UniRef
(University for Refugees), the Swiss NGO
engaged in education delivery strategies for
refugees, is ramping up its drive to bring
computer science programs to a larger
number of refugees in Jordan.

UniRef has just announced the start of
classes for 300 refugees in Computer
Science delivered by an Ivy League University
for the year 2023 in Amman.

This is a mere drop in the ocean as UniRef
was besieged by over 3,000 applicants. The
NGO has plans to take computer to a wider
section of the refugees, as part of its belief
that education is the most effective way to
achieve world stability and to give young
refugees a route to financial independence.

UniRef is participating in the Dubai
International Humanitarian Aid and
Development (DIHAD) Exhibition at the Dubai
World Trade Centre from March 13 to 15,
which is attended by key global decision
makers, leading NGOs, UN agencies, charity
organisations and government bodies.

“This year, our students are undertaking the
CS50 Professional Certificate in Web
Programming, in classrooms provided by the
Jordanian Red Crescent, and taught by local
tutors. This program provides them with
valuable computer science skills that could
enhance their competitiveness in the job
market,” said Yvelyne Wood, co-founder of
UniRef, on the sidelines of DIHAD.

“UniRef is proud of this achievement which
was made possible by generous donors and
its various partners -- the International
Federation of the Red Cross represented by
Dr. Mohammed Al-Hadid, President of
Jordanian Red Crescent, and Dr. Amin Fawzi,
Representative of the International Federation
of the Red Crescent in the Gulf (IFRC).”

Over the last two years, despite the global
pandemic, UniRef was able to provide higher
education to 160 male and female refugee
youths in Jordan by offering them access to
different programs. All of them were able to
receive a professional certificate recognized
by the University of Jordan as well as the
Ministry of Higher Education, which helped
them find professional opportunities.

The UniRef program is intended for young war
victims who could become a lost generation if
they are not given the opportunity to fulfill
their potential, and also equip them with skills
to participate in the reconstruction of their
country of origin or the economic
development of their host country.

“As the UN recognizes education as a human
right, UniRef is deeply committed to ensuring
that there is ‘no lost generation’” among
refugees,” said Yvelyne. “Through our
presence in DIHAD we seek to reach out to a
wider network of people to help us take
education to the less fortunate people of the
world.”

UniRef is a Swiss humanitarian non-
governmental organization and a recognized
charity, founded in 2013 by Yvelyne Wood
and Bryan Wood, and headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland. The beneficiaries of the
UniRef mission are Syrian refugees living in
Jordan’s urban settings as well as Jordanians
who are unable to cover their university costs.

According to UNHCR statistics, refugees stay
on average between 7 and 15 years in refugee
camps. Less than 3% of young refugees who
are of studying age have access to university
education.

UniRef
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Read this article online

March 14, 2023 - Swiss NGO ramps up drive to take computer courses for
refugees

By Jamil Khan | DUBAI

The UniRef (University for Refugees), the
Swiss NGO engaged in education delivery
strategies for refugees, has announced the
start of classes for 300 refugees in Computer
Science delivered by an vy League University
for the year 2023 in Amman.

The announcement was made by the official
while participating in the Dubai International
Humanitarian Aid and Development (DIHAD)
Exhibition at the Dubai World Trade Centre.

The 3-day exhibition started on Monday and
will run till Mach 15 is attended by key global
decision makers, leading NGOs, UN agencies,
charity organisations and government bodies.
This is a mere drop in the ocean as UniRef
was besieged by over 3,000 applicants. The
NGO has plans to take computer to a wider
section of the refugees, as part of its belief
that education is the most effective way to
achieve world stability and to give young
refugees a route to financial independence.

“This year, our students are undertaking the
CS50 Professional Certificate in  Web
Programming, in classrooms provided by the
Jordanian Red Crescent, and taught by local
tutors. This program provides them with
valuable computer science skills that could
enhance their competitiveness in the job
market,” said Yvelyne Wood, co-founder of
UniRef, on the sidelines of DIHAD.

“UniRef is proud of this achievement which
was made possible by generous donors and
its various partners — the International
Federation of the Red Cross represented by
Dr. Mohammed Al-Hadid, President of
Jordanian Red Crescent, and Dr. Amin Fawzi,
Representative of the International Federation
of the Red Crescent in the Gulf (IFRC).”

Over the last two years, despite the global
pandemic, UniRef was able to provide higher
education to 160 male and female refugee
youths in Jordan by offering them access to
different programs. All of them were able to
receive a professional certificate recognized
by the University of Jordan as well as the
Ministry of Higher Education, which helped
them find professional opportunities.

The UniRef program is intended for young war
victims who could become a lost generation if
they are not given the opportunity to fulfill
their potential, and also equip them with skills
to participate in the reconstruction of their
country of origin or the economic
development of their host country.

“As the UN recognizes education as a human
right, UniRef is deeply committed to ensuring
that there is ‘no lost generation’” among
refugees,” said Yvelyne. “Through our
presence in DIHAD we seek to reach out to a
wider network of people to help us take
education to the less fortunate people of the
world.”

UniRef is a Swiss humanitarian non-
governmental organization and a recognized
charity, founded in 2013 by Yvelyne Wood
and Bryan Wood, and headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland. The beneficiaries of the
UniRef mission are Syrian refugees living in
Jordan’s urban settings as well as Jordanians
who are unable to cover their university costs.

According to UNHCR statistics, refugees stay
on average between 7 and 15 years in refugee
camps. Less than 3% of young refugees who
are of studying age have access to university
education.
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